
Foreword

I t has been more than 10 years since the last national report on the status of programs
for gifted and talented students in the United States. National Excellence: A Case for

Developing America’s Talent gave a portrait of where we were as a nation in our efforts to
develop students’ talents to exceptionally high levels, and it made recommendations on
how we should move forward to improve our overall system in a way that supports these
students. In many ways, services for gifted and talented students have evolved since this
report was published and are poised now to make an even greater contribution to
American education.

We understand that there are twin goals for programs that serve gifted and talented
students. We must develop the potential in students who, for whatever reason, have not
had access to enriching educational opportunities that would allow their talents to blos-
som. We must also make sure that we provide a challenging education to students who
excel and make sure that we nurture and accommodate their advanced abilities. In many
cases, programs have addressed one of these goals and neglected the other. Our challenge,
as we move forward, is to work toward a system of educational opportunities that seam-
lessly addresses both of these goals.

This guidebook provides sensible advice on many aspects of gifted and talented edu-
cation. It deals with a number of critical issues, such as addressing special populations,
successful strategies for program administration, and research summaries on many areas
of particular interest. Its “models for excellence,” included in every chapter, place renewed
emphasis on the need for the highest quality educational opportunities for all students.

—Pat O’Connell Ross
Team Leader

Javits Gifted and Talented Students Education Program
United States Department of Education
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