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Standard 3.2: Demonstrate a  
clear understanding of how to 
widen children’s experience and 
raise their expectations
Introduction to 3.2
In Standard 3.2 you are asked to demonstrate your understanding of how to widen 
children’s experiences and raise their expectations. Widening children’s experience 
and raising expectations are significant issues and you may find it helpful to reflect 
on your understanding of these concepts and ask yourself some questions before you 
start gathering your evidence for 3.2.

Consider how widening children’s experience relates to EYFS areas of learning such 
as Understanding of the world and Expressive arts and design and raising children’s 
expectation relates to Self-confidence and self-awareness in Personal, social and emo-
tional development. Ask yourself how you can raise the expectations of all children, 
including, for example, babies and children with special needs. How can you involve 
parents in this process and how does widening experiences relate to providing first-
hand experiences, both in and out of the setting?

Before you start to organise your evidence for 3.2 you must clarify your understand-
ing of the terms used and the issues raised. You must do the following:

•	 Demonstrate a clear understanding: review your understanding and identify any 
areas where you need to extend your reading.

•	 Consider how you can demonstrate this understanding, for example, through 
outlining your understanding in a written assignment or showing how your knowledge 
informs your practice, as you did in 2.2.

•	 Identify what is meant by widen children’s experience and decide whether 
you widen experiences through routine planned activities or through the addi-
tional, new activities that you introduce in your setting: for example, do you 
widen children’s experience when you plan routine and focus group activities, 
such as cooking, and/or when you introduce a new topic or take children on a 
local outing?

•	 Identify all the ways in which you widen children’s experience. You widen chil-
dren’s experience when you look at worms through a magnifying glass, plant veg-
etables, read stories, bake cakes, try new fruits at snack time and visit the local 
shop before you set up a shop-keeping role-play area. All the first-hand experi-
ences you provide for children, such as an outing on the bus or a visit from the 
local fire fighters, widen their experience.
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•	 Reflect on how widening children’s experiences and raising their expectations 
relates to specific areas in EYFS (2014), such as Self-confidence and self-awareness 
and The world.

•	 Reflect on how you widen children’s experience when you observe children 
and use your observations to plan ‘next steps’ according to their skills and 
interests.

•	 Evaluate the environment and activities you provide to review how they widen 
children’s experience and complement the experiences their families provide.

•	 Consider how you can work in partnership with parents to raise a child’s 
expectations.

•	 Appreciate that raising expectations is particularly important if a child has 
a special need or disability or has the experience of being part of a minority 
group: you need to think about the impact of an illness, special need or disability 
on the child’s own expectations and those of their parents who may feel that 
the expectations they had for their child before s/he was born cannot now be 
fulfilled.

•	 Understand what is meant by raising expectations in the context of early years, 
and particularly in relation to the youngest children.

•	 Identify cultural and gender issues in relation to families’ expectations for their 
children and be prepared to challenge any discriminatory practice: this will also 
help you to evidence 8.1.

‘Widening children’s experiences’
Before you organise your evidence for 3.2 take time to identify and evaluate the 
strategies you use and activities you plan to widen children’s experience. Think 
about what is meant by ‘widening experience’, how the experiences you provide 
relate to EYFS requirements and to the experiences children have with their families.

Ask yourself:

•	 Does widening children’s experience refer to providing the resources and experi-
ences children need in relation to their next steps, interests and schemas?

•	 Does it include new experiences that you introduce, such as music and movement 
sessions or baby yoga?

•	  Does it involve experiences outside the setting, through outings?

•	 How do you widen the experiences of children of different ages?

Use Table S3.2 to help you identify and organise your evidence for 3.2. Kelly, the Early 
Years Teacher trainee who we will meet in the case studies, has added some ideas, to 
help you start.
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Table S3.2 ‘Widening children’s experience’

Activities Age range
These widen children’s experiences 
because … My evidence

Gaps in my 
practice/evidence

Introduce baby 
yoga sessions

Babies Extends their experience of physical activities 
and contact with their parent

Witness testimony from parent

Cascading training 
on schemas

Toddlers We will be able to provide more suitable 
activities and richer resources for children 
to explore and plan to support children’ 
schemas

Handouts from training I 
deliver on schemas and 
minutes of discussion on 
providing appropriate 
resources to support schemas

Introduce planting 
area

Pre-school 
children

Building on children’s interest in natural 
world, providing new hands-on experiences

Every Child Matters and raising children’s expectations
Kelly, an Early Years Teacher trainee working with pre-school children, wanted to think 
about how Every Child Matters (ECM, 2004) outcomes relate to raising expectations to 
help her understand and evidence 3.2. She wondered whether the ECM outcomes could 
help her to identify ways she and her team could raise children’s expectations.

She read that the ECM outcomes were designed to achieve better outcomes for all chil-
dren and young people, and narrow the gap between children who do well and those 
who do not. She read that early years providers and other professionals were encouraged 
to help children realise how much they are capable of and appreciate that they are enti-
tled to their own place in the world. Kelly read that, although the current Government is 
not actively promoting ECM outcomes, they are still supported by Ofsted, so she decided 
to learn about them in more detail to help her identify some strategies for 3.2.

Kelly used her journal to reflect on her findings.

Kelly’s journal

Outcome four: ‘make a positive contribution’

This relates to children’s expectations as it focuses on encouraging children to realise they 
can have a positive impact on their environment.

I discovered (http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/+/dcsf.gov.uk/everychildmatters/) 
that providers need to focus on helping children learn how to:

 • Engage in decision making and support the community and environment

 • Engage in law-abiding and positive behaviour in and out of school

 • Develop positive relationships and choose not to bully and discriminate

 • Develop self-confidence and successfully deal with significant life changes and challenges

 • Develop enterprising behaviour.
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These suggestions seem designed to support school-age children, but we can discuss 
these in a team meeting and think about how to adapt them for young children.

Does our project to bake cakes which the children will sell at a stall on our open day count 
as promoting enterprising behaviour?

Will it widen the children’s experiences and raise their expectations for 3.2?

Gender and cultural issues
Kelly wanted to raise her awareness of the issues involved in raising children’s 
expectations to help her to evidence 3.2. She felt that children’s expectations are likely 
to be influenced by the expectations their family has for them and wanted to find out 
about the influence of gender and cultural assumptions on children’s expectations 
for themselves. She read an article on ‘Sex role expectations in children’s vocational 
aspirations and perceptions of occupations’ (Franken, 1983).

This article raised several issues around aspirations in the early years so Kelly shared the 
article with her team and designed a series of questions to promote a discussion on how 
to raise the expectations of the children in their care:

 • Can we identify the characteristics that children with high expectations have? If we can 
identify these characteristics, is it possible or appropriate for us to promote them?

 • Are there cultural and gender issues around expectations that we need to think about? 
Can we identify any cultural or gender assumptions that we make that could have a 
negative effect on a child’s expectations?

 • How should we deal with a situation where a parent/carer/student/volunteer expresses 
a cultural or gender assumption that could have a negative impact on a child’s expecta-
tions? For example, if a family has low aspirations for their girl children, what is our role 
in challenging this?

 • What strategies can we use to promote anti-discriminatory practice? What role should 
we take in promoting positive expectations?

Evidence for 3.2
You need to prepare your evidence for 3.2 carefully as you must ensure that it dem-
onstrates both how you widen children’s experiences and raise their expectations. 
You need to review your evidence and check that it relates to a range of different 
situations and evidences your work with children of different ages. The strategies that 
you use to widen the experiences of a baby are different to those that you use with a 
pre-school child, so your evidence needs to demonstrate your understanding in rela-
tion to each age range.
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Written assignments, case studies and your reflective journal

You can use a written assignment or case study to explore the issues involved in rais-
ing children’s expectations and widening their experiences alongside your description 
and analysis of your actions. You could:

•	 describe an initiative to increase girls’ involvement in construction activities along-
side your rationale for introducing this project so as to increase girls’ expectations 
and to widen their experiences;

•	 describe how you invited a team of women in construction to plan and build a 
structure in the garden with the girls and make sure that your resources and books 
reflect positive images of women and men in non-traditional roles.

You can also use an assignment, case study or entry in your journal to explore 
complex issues, such as raising the expectations of a child with a disability or low 
self-esteem and the strategies you can use to widen that child’s experiences. Any 
reflections on promoting positive expectations through anti-discriminatory practice 
can also help you to evidence 8.1.

If you have introduced a project that widens children’s experiences then you can use 
an assignment or entries in your journal to describe these. You might have led a pro-
ject to introduce Forest School activities or regular visits to the library and other com-
munity resources. Describe the activities you introduced and highlight the ways in 
which these activities widen the experiences of specific children.

Document portfolio

Your planning documents will demonstrate how you widen children’s experiences in 
line with EYFS requirements. You may have evidence of widening children’s experi-
ences in your observations, planning, next steps and contributions to profile books 
and your plans for any projects you have introduced, such as baby yoga or cooking 
activities. You may also have plans for developing an area in your setting that can 
help you evidence 3.2, such as introducing communication-friendly spaces or a plant-
ing area. You must explain the rationale for your actions and highlight how and why 
these experiences will widen the experience of a particular child at that moment.

You can also evidence how you raise children’s expectations through documents in 
your portfolio. You may have peer observations of a series of conversations with a child 
where you support that child to raise her expectations, for example, when looking 
through her profile book with her and encouraging her to recognise her achievements.

You might also have records of the strategies you use, such as persona dolls and 
positive feedback, to promote children’s expectations. You may also have a witness 
statement from a colleague or parent that highlights how you supported a particular 
child, but you need to check that it is detailed and specific enough to evidence 3.2.

If you have led a staff discussion on strategies to widen children’s experiences and 
raise their expectations then you may have records of these sessions that you can 
include in your portfolio. These discussions might involve, for example, widening 
children’s experience through science activities, or raising their expectations through 
visits from parents who work in non-traditional roles.

13_Abrahamson_Standard-03.indd   220 3/24/2015   2:29:52 PM


	9781473905726_T.pdf
	00_Abrahamson_Prelims
	01_Abrahamson_Ch-01
	02_Abrahamson_Ch-02
	03_Abrahamson_Ch-03
	04_Abrahamson_Ch-04
	05_Abrahamson_Ch-05
	06_Abrahamson_Ch-06
	07_Abrahamson_Ch-07
	08_Abrahamson_Ch-08
	09_Abrahamson_Ch-09
	10_Abrahamson_Ch-10
	11_Abrahamson_Standard-01
	12_Abrahamson_Standard-02
	13_Abrahamson_Standard-03
	14_Abrahamson_Standard-04
	15_Abrahamson_Standard-05
	16_Abrahamson_Standard-06
	17_Abrahamson_Standard-07
	18_Abrahamson_Standard-08
	19_Abrahamson_References
	20_Abrahamson_Index


