
CHAPTER 11

A LIST OF STORIES WHICH RAISE 
THINKING QUESTIONS FOR USE 
IN STIMULATING CLASSROOM 
DIALOGUE 

Key word Title Author Date Synopsis Thinking questions 

Animals Black Beauty Sewell, A. 1877 A story told through the eyes of a 
horse. 

Do animals really 
think? Should we put 
animals before 
ourselves? 

Animals Goodbye Mog Kerr, J. 2002 An old cat dies and a new kitten 
arrives. 

What is death? Do 
pets have rights? 

Animals Zoo Browne, A. 1992 A family takes a trip to the zoo. Do animals have 
feelings? What is a 
boring animal? 

Beauty The Hungry 
Caterpillar 

Carle, E. 1970 A caterpillar eats junk food and 
feels ill. 

What do we need to 
live? What is beauty? 

Beauty The Most 
Wonderful Egg in 
the World 

Heine, H. 1987 Three hens quarrel over who is the 
most beautiful. 

What does beautiful 
mean? Is it a physical 
feature – or 
personality? 
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Key word Title Author Date Synopsis Thinking questions 

Beauty Sleeping Beauty Grimm, J. 1984 A princess sleeps for 100 years. Are all princesses/
royalty beautiful? 

Beauty The Ugly Duckling Lane, S. and 
Kemp, M. 

1991 A cygnet thinks he is an ugly 
duckling. 

What is beauty? 

Beauty Ugly Napoli, D.J. 2006 A modern adaptation of The Ugly 
Duckling. 

What is beauty? What 
is acceptance? 

Bullying Island of the Skog Kellogg, S. 1976 Mice sail to Skog to escape cats 
and dogs but they become the 
predators. 

What does freedom 
mean? Is home the 
same for everyone? 

Bullying The Lion and the 
Mouse 

Orgell, D. 2000 A mouse saves the life of a lion. Bullying, helping 
people 

Bullying Is it Because? Ross, T. 2006 A story which asks questions 
throughout. 

Why do people bully? 
Is jealousy linked to 
bullying? 

Bullying Willy the Champ Browne, A. 1985 A gorilla is bullied because he is no 
good at anything. 

What is bullying? 
Is it okay to fight? 

Changes Where the Wild 
Things Are 

Sendak, M. 1970 A boy’s adventures in a ‘wild place’ 
and the effects on him. 

Is time always the 
same? 
Why are we nasty to 
people we love? 

Competition Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory 

Dahl, R. 1967 Charlie wins a ticket to Willy 
Wonka’s chocolate factory. 

Can you love an 
object? 
Is life a  
competition? 
Why does there have 
to be a winner? 

Difference Bill’s New Frock Fine, A. 1989 A boy wakes up one morning to 
find he is a girl. 

Are boys and girls 
treated differently? 
Do adults have 
different expectations 
for boys and girls? 

Difference Caterpillar’s Wish Murphy, M. 1998 A caterpillar wishes he could fly. Is it good we are all 
different? 
Do we always want 
what others have? 

Difference Disney’s Brother 
Bear 

Randall, R. 2003 Two communities each believe the 
other is ‘wrong’. 

Race, religion. 
A need to be 
understood 

Difference Elmer McKee, D. 1989 A multi-coloured elephant doesn’t 
want to ‘stand out’. 

Is it OK to be 
different? 
Do looks matter? 

(Continued)



Key word Title Author Date Synopsis Thinking questions 

Difference Emma – 
Understanding 
her Wheelchair 
World 

Wright, C. 1992 This book is about a child called 
Emma, who is a fun-loving girl 
who enjoys teasing her dad, 
going swimming with her brother 
Andy and playing chasing games. 
The only different thing about 
Emma is that she has Spina 
Bifida and moves around in a 
wheelchair. 

Are disabled people 
different from 
non-disabled people?
Is it fair to be 
disabled? 

Difference Is it OK to be 
Different? 

Mckee, D. 2007 Elmer is a patchwork elephant. Is it alright to be 
different? 
Should we judge 
someone by 
appearance? 

Difference One Dad, Two 
Dads 

Valentine, J. 2004 Two children compare notes about 
their dads, one of whom is 
homosexual. 

Should we be 
excluded for being 
different? 
What does friendship 
mean to us? 

Difference Something Else Cave, K. 1994 A creature is isolated because he 
looks different. 

What does it feel like 
not to have an 
identity? 

Difference The Blue-Haired 
Boy 

Toye, N. and 
Prendiville, F. 

2007 A new boy at school refuses to take 
his hat off. 

Should everyone be 
different? 
If we were all the 
same, would life 
progress? 

Difference The Rainbow Fish Pfistern, M. 2007 A fish is different because he has 
beautiful shiny scales. Eventually 
he gives some of these away to the 
other fishes. 

Difference, beauty, 
friendship 

Difference Threadbear 
(Kipper Stories) 

Inkpen, M. 2007 A teddy bear feels unloved because 
he has too much stuffing and his 
squeaker doesn’t squeak. 

Should we celebrate 
being different? 
Do people still love us 
even if we aren’t 
perfect? 

Difference What am I? Carter, N. 
and D. 

1990 A mouse tries to work out just what 
he is. 

Is it okay to be 
different? 

Difference Tiger Pig at the 
Circus 

Ryan, J. 1978 A hybrid tiger/pig is shunned at 
the circus. 

Can we celebrate 
differences? 
Can being different 
be a good thing? 
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Drugs The House that 
Crack Built 

Taylor, C. 1992 This book introduces children to the 
topic of drugs. 

What drives young 
people to drugs? 
What gives people the 
right to force drugs 
on young ones? 

Environment Five Little Fiends Dyer, S. 2001 This is a story about five fiends 
who live in statues. 

Can we survive 
without some 
elements – of the 
environment, for 
example? 

Environment Window Baker, J. 1991 A series of pictures of an outdoor 
scene, showing changes taking 
place. 

Why should we care 
what happens in the 
future?
(We’ll be gone.) 

Equality Piggybook Browne, A. 1986 Mrs Piggott does everything for her 
family, until they realise they are 
too dependent. 

Can we all be equal? 
Do families work as a 
team? 
Why is the woman 
portrayed as running 
the house? 

Expectations Tig and Tag’s 
Island 

Blathwayt, B. 1993 Two sheep run away from a farm at 
shearing time. 

What makes some 
people do something 
they know they 
shouldn’t? 

Feelings Bad Habits Cole, B. 1998 This book is based on a young girl 
who has a number of bad habits. 
These habits disgust other parents 
and embarrass her own. When she 
has a party, monsters mess up the 
house and eat all the food. 

Is it wrong to have 
bad habits? 
Do these make you a 
bad person? 

Feelings Badger’s Parting 
Gifts 

Varley, S. 1984 An old, much-loved badger dies. How do memories 
influence the way we 
feel? 
What makes us 
special to others? 

Feelings Don’t be Scared, 
Barnaby Bear 

Dematons, C. 2002 A little bear finds himself in a new 
environment. 

What makes us feel 
good? 

Feelings Five Minutes 
Peace 

Murphy, J. 1998 This story focuses on a family of 
elephants, the mother of which 
wants ‘five minutes peace from you 
lot’. 

What is peace? 
Is peace a state of 
mind? 

Feelings Harry Potter and 
the Philosopher’s 
Stone 

Rowling, J.K. 2001 How Harry feels at Hogwarts. Is fame a good thing? 
What is difference? 
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Feelings The Huge Bag of 
Worries 

Ironside, V. 2004 A young girl carries all her worries 
around with her in a big bag. 

Does everybody have 
worries? 
Should you always 
talk about your 
worries? 

Feelings Nobody Likes Me! Weldon, F. 1997 A young boy has a bad temper and 
people don’t like him. 

Emotions, feelings 

Feelings Sophie and the 
New Baby 

Anholt, L. 1999 A new baby is due. Where do babies 
come from? 
Why do they get all 
the attention? 

Feelings The Wonderful 
Journey 

Geraghty, P. 1999 Sam and his Grandma make 
imaginary journeys. 

Can memories keep 
someone alive? 

Feelings The Other Facts of 
Life 

Gleitzman, 
M. 

1987 A 12-year-old boy cares about 
issues no one else seems to care 
about. 

Why do people want 
to ignore such ‘big’ 
issues? 

Friendship After the Storm Butterworth, 
N. 

1992 An oak tree is blown down, 
destroying animal homes. 

What makes a  
friend? 
Why do natural 
disasters happen? 
How is a community 
created? 

Friendship English Roses Madonna 2003 Three friends are nasty to the new 
girl in school. 

What is friendship? 
Should we judge on 
looks? 
Can we love our 
friends? 

Friendship Handa’s Surprise Browne, E. 1997 An African girl takes fruit to her 
friend but it is stolen. 

Why do we need 
friends? 
Would you steal from 
someone? 

Friendship Kensuke’s 
Kingdom 

Morpurgo, M. 2000 A man is afraid to go home after 
WW2 in case his family is dead. 

What is a true  
friend? 
Should we judge 
someone before we 
get to know them? 

Friendship Laura’s Star Baumgra, K. 1998 A little girl longs for a friend to 
share her secrets with. 

Why do we need 
friends? 

Friendship The Fight (from 
Thinking Stories 
3) 

Cam, P. 1997 This story is about Joshua and his 
friend Neil. Neil often gets into 
trouble and Joshua gets drawn in, 
although he doesn’t enjoy it. 
What should he do? 

Does what other 
people think matter? 
Was Joshua right to 
help his friend? 
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Friendship The Little Prince De St. 
Exupery, A. 

1945 An airman, forced down in the 
Sahara Desert, encounters a little 
prince from a small planet. 

What’s the difference 
between reality and 
make-believe? 
Can we learn from a 
make-believe story? 

Friendship The Lonely 
Scarecrow 

Preston, T. 1999 A scarecrow is sad because animals 
don’t want to come near him. 

Are things that look 
scary necessarily 
unfriendly or unkind? 

Friendship The Pain and the 
Great One 

Blume, J. 1985 The conflict between a brother and 
sister. 

Do we sometimes 
dislike people we 
love? 
Does fair treatment 
mean treating 
everyone the same? 

Friendship Voices in the Park Browne, A. 1998 We see an event through four 
different people’s eyes. 

Should we judge by 
appearance/social 
class? 
What is a friend? 

Friendship What are Friends 
For? 

Grindley, S. 1998 A fox asks his friend what friends 
are for. 

Do we need friends? 

Friendship Your Place or 
Mine 

Cam, P. (ed.) 1993 A bear and a fish become friends 
in spite of the problems. 

Can very different 
people be friends? 

Helping The Big Concrete 
Lorry 

Hughes, S. 1999 A family build an extension with 
the help of their neighbours. 

Is it right to want more 
when others have less? 

Helping The Glass 
Cupboard 

Jones, T. 1981 A story about a magic cupboard, 
from which you can get anything – 
but you have to put something 
back. 

Why was it not used 
to help people? 
Why do people want 
to be rich? 

Helping The Smartest 
Giant in Town 

Donaldson, J. 2002 A giant gives his clothes away to 
others who need them. 

Do we get more 
pleasure from giving 
or receiving? 
Why do we help 
others? 

Helping The Three Robbers Ungerer, T. 1991 Three robbers steal a child but 
eventually build a castle for 
unwanted children. 

Why do people steal 
things? 
How do we know 
someone cares for us? 

Honesty Hamish and the 
Missing Teddy 

Munro, M. 2004 Hamish and Finn are friends but 
Finn flattens Hamish’s cake and 
runs away. 

Should we always be 
honest? 
Should we run away 
from our troubles? 

Identity An Angel Just Like 
Me 

Hoffman, M. 1999 An Afro-American boy wonders why 
all angels are blonde with pink 
skin. 

Diversity/A desire to 
be like others 
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Identity Changes Browne, A. 1990 How a boy sees the world and 
perceives ‘change’. 

What does change 
mean to you? 
Does everyone see 
things in the same 
way? 

Identity Dr Xargle’s Book 
of Earthlets 

Wilson, J. 
and Ross, T. 

2002 Aliens learn what baby humans 
(earthlets) are like. 

What defines 
humans? 
How would we define 
ourselves? 

Identity Fantastic Mr Fox Dahl, R. 1996 A fox loses his tail. What is ‘myself’? 
Where is the ‘I’ 
located? 

Identity Halibut Jackson Lucas, D. 2003 A little boy suffers from extreme 
shyness. 

Is being shy a good or 
a bad thing? 
Is it wrong to be 
different? 

Identity The Little Red Hen Bryant, S.C. 1999 A hen asks her friends to help 
make bread but no one wants to 
play. 

Is it okay to be selfish 
sometimes? 
Should we always 
help our friends? 

Identity Willy the Wimp Browne, A. 1984 Willy hates being afraid of 
everything. 

Can we change who 
we are? 
Why do some people 
bully others? 

Identity You are Special Lucado, M. 2000 Punchinello is sad because the 
Wemmicks tease him. 

Why do people hurt 
others? 

Jealousy Dogger Hughes, S. 1977 A child is heartbroken when he 
loses his beloved toy, ‘Dogger’. 

Why do we get 
jealous? 
Why do we become 
attached to 
something? 

Jealousy John Browne, 
Rose and the 
Midnight Cat 

Wagner, J. 1980 A child’s relationship with animals. Do we have a right to 
be jealous? 

Judgement Little Red Riding 
Hood 

Wilson, D. 2002 This version of the story is told 
from the wolf’s point of view. 

Should we judge by 
appearances? 
Do we think we know 
the truth – so never 
ask? 

Judgement Albert Le Blanc Butterworth, 
N. 

2002 A bear is new to the toy shop and 
everyone thinks he looks sad. 

Should we judge 
people by how they 
look? 
How can we tell how 
people are feeling? 
Is listening important? 
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Judgement Paper Bag 
Princess 

Munsch, R. 1980 Two children are betrothed until 
things go wrong. 

What is evil? 
What makes someone 
a hero? 

Judgement Wolstencroft the 
Bear 

Lewis, K. No one buys a bear in a toy shop. 
(www.magickeys.com/boos/ 
wolstencroft/index.html) 

Should you try to 
change to make 
people like you? 

Listening Not Now Bernard McKee, D. 1990 A child feels ignored. How does it feel to be 
ignored or neglected? 

Listening The Big Box Morrison, T. 1999 Three children are put in a box with 
things adults think they will like. 

Should you have the 
freedom to be 
yourself? 
What makes us 
happy? 
What is freedom? 

Listening The Red Tree Tan, S. 2001 A day in the life of a small, 
anonymous child. 

Are we in control of 
our own destiny? 
Does anyone really 
listen to children? 

Loneliness Barnaby’s Surprise Currey, A. 1997 Feeling alone but then discovering 
you have friends and family. 

Loneliness, friendship 

Loneliness Beegu Deacon, A. 2004 An alien feels he doesn’t belong on 
Earth. 

What makes someone 
lonely? 
What makes someone 
different? 

Loneliness Daddy Will You 
Miss Me? 

McCormick, 
W. and 
Eachus, J. 

1999 A young boy’s father moves away 
to Africa to work. 

Do we ever stop 
missing someone? 
Does absence make 
the heart grow 
fonder? 

Loneliness The Lonely Tree Halliday, N. 2006 A new tree is lonely when its friend, 
the old oak, dies. 

Where do we go when 
we die? 
Can a new life ever 
replace an old one? 

Loneliness Gorilla Browne, A. 1983 A toy gorilla becomes real. Is work important? 
What is important in 
life? 

Loneliness The Selfish Giant Wilde, O. 1996 A selfish giant eventually 
relents. 

Selfishness, death, 
loneliness 

Loneliness Little Teddy Left 
Behind 

Mangan, A. 1996 A teddy is left behind when the 
family move. 

What is happiness? 
What is loneliness? 

Love I’ll Always Love 
You 

Lewis, P. 2001 A bear breaks his mother’s bowl. What is love? 
Does love ever run 
out? 
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Love Mama, Do You 
Love Me? 

Joosse, B.M. 1992 A young girl questions how much 
her mother loves her. 

What is love? 
Can love stop? 
What makes us sad? 

Love No Matter What Gliori, D. 1999 A story about unconditional love. Does love last forever? 

Opinions Ridiculous Coleman, M. 1996 A young tortoise doesn’t want to 
hibernate. 

Why do other people’s 
opinions bother us? 
What is normal? 

Place Don’t Worry 
William 

Morton, C. 1995 A young bear wakes up and 
decides to be naughty. 

Can familiar places 
become unfamiliar? 
Can place affect 
feelings? 

Scariness Francis the 
Scaredy Cat 

Boxall, E. 2002 A cat is scared of the dark. What are you scared 
of? 
Is it okay to be 
scared? 

Scariness I am Not Going to 
School Today 

Harris, R.H. 2003 A boy is scared of going to school 
because he doesn’t know anyone. 
His mother lets him take his teddy 
and he feels better. 

Why is it scary to be 
alone? 
How do teddies make 
you happy? 

Scariness The Park in the 
Dark 

Waddell, M. 1996 The park becomes frightening at 
night. 

What makes us feel 
safe? 
What is fear? 

Sharing The Two Giants Foreman, M. 1983 Friendship and conflict between 
two giants. 

Why is it important to 
share? 
Why do people act 
violently when angry 
or upset? 

Sharing Dinner Ladies 
Don’t Count 

Ashley, B. 1984 A little boy confides in a dinner 
lady. 

Is it better to talk 
about your problems? 

Size If I Wasn’t So 
Small 

Simon, C. 2003 A song from Piglet’s Big Movie. What is small? 
Do you have to be 
noticed to be helpful? 

Size The Snail and the 
Whale 

Donaldson, J. 2003 A snail hitches a ride on a whale. How big (important) 
are we? 

Strangers Come On, Daisy! Simmons, J. 1998 A duckling finds himself lost. Is talking to strangers 
OK? 
Should you always 
listen? 

Strangers Elmer and the 
Stranger 

McKee, D. 2001 A child meets a stranger. Who or what is a 
stranger? 
When does a stranger 
become a friend? 
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Theft The Borrowers Norton, M. 1952 A tiny family live under the 
floorboards and ‘borrow’ what they 
need to live from the owners of the 
house. 

What does it mean to 
own something? 
Can we steal 
something that isn’t 
owned? 

Theft The Teddy Robber Beck, I. 1991 A giant steals teddies from 
children. 

Is it right to steal? 
Do people steal for 
different reasons? 

Trust Who’s at the 
Door? 

Allen. J. 1993 A retelling of the three little pigs. Trust
Revenge

Trust Chicken Licken Traditional A Chicken Licken tells his friends 
the sky has fallen on him and leads 
them all into trouble. 

Is it acceptable to lie? 
Should we believe 
everything we’re told? 

Trust The Gruffalo Donaldson, J. 2000 A mouse meets a ‘Gruffalo’. Is it right to lie? 
Do you have to look 
mean to be mean? 
Are all lies bad? 

Trust The Gruffalo’s 
Child 

Donaldson, J. 2004 A sequel to The Guffalo. Should you confront 
your fears? 
Should you believe 
what people tell you? 
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