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Preface

HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

This book is intended for teachers who want additional ideas for differentiating
instruction in the elementary math class. It is not intended as a text, but rather
as a practical applications book.
I understand that teachers are very busy, and I wanted to develop a helpful

book, filledwith practical suggestions that can be immediately useful. Many of the
simple tactics and instructional ideas here are forthright
and may be immediately applied in almost any classroom.
The instructional sections labeled “Teaching Tactics” and
“Ideas From Teachers” represent immediately applicable
ideas that should assist math teachers in grades from
kindergarten throughGrade 7 or 8. In particular, the “Ideas
From Teachers” sections offer real-world differentiated instructional applications
that teachers have suggested over recent years. If your time is limited, feel free to
skip through the book in no particular order, looking at the sections that offer these
helpful, easy to implement, practical tactics. Once you apply them, you’ll find that
your students’ understanding and enjoyment of math skyrocket!
The “Teaching Tactics” describe instructional ideas in math that involve

more complex instructional procedures than merely a new way to use music or
movement to teach a simple math concept. These strategies represent the most
effective way to differentiate within the math class and thereby meet the needs
of all the students. These strategies are theory based, and enough information
is provided for you to implement these strategies in your own class.
I have also provided “Web Site Reviews” in most chapters. Of course, these

are not thorough critiques of these Web sites, nor does this brief list by any
means exhaust the Web sites available to assist in mathematics instruction. Still,
the use of theseWeb sites can greatly enhance your instructional efforts in math.
Also, the links provided here will help you in your move toward a more
differentiated math class.
Chapters 1 and 2 present the basics of differentiated instruction as applied

in the math classes. Here, the recent recommendations of the National
Mathematics Advisory Panel will form the basis for the differentiation concepts
presented. Also, the recent response to intervention (RTI) initiative is discussed
briefly as it will impact the types of instructional opportunities provided in

The good news is that you don’t
need to read the book from
cover to cover!



mathematics for many students in the elementary grades. In Chapters 1 and 2,
you can learn what a differentiated math class looks like and how to establish
a differentiated math lesson plan. The remaining chapters present instructional
practices for a wide variety of specific areas in mathematics. Each of the
chapters features the specific sections noted above, and each should provide
you with some novel teaching ideas for differentiation in your classroom.
I sincerely hope this book assists you in your efforts to move toward

differentiation in math, and I would be more than pleased to hear your
thoughts on this book and/or your suggestions for additional instructional
tactics that would help other teachers differentiate lessons in their math classes.
Please feel free to contact me directly (766 Collins Rd., Toccoa, GA 30577) with
your thoughts or teaching suggestions. I do appreciate your thoughts,
suggestions, and teaching tactics, and I look forward to hearing from you!
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