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In the given geopolitical governance that ultimately shapes the global economy,
the authors very lucidly bring out the fact that the Global South Belt (GSB)
comprising countries in Latin America, Asia and Africa will reshape the world
order. John Naisbitt and Doris Naisbitt succinctly write in five chapters the
changing democratic and economic power moving from western centricity that
ruled the world for many decades to the global southern region. The chapters on
(a) Global South Belt (GSB) – From Emerging Economies to Global Players,
(b) Africa, Asia and Latin America, (c) China – the Game-Changer, (d) Governance
and (e) Cities – The global Game Makers bring out the perceptible shift in their
changing influence over the world order in terms of culture, demography,
innovations and inventions and style of governance.

The bastions of western-centric world view, judging the world by and against
western standards, are seemingly eroding with Asian influence. The world had
witnessed that none of the cultures gained such comprehensive global influences
as did Europe and United States, the key players of the west. Their political,
economic, and cultural influences spread over the last few centuries undermined
local cultures in most continents. Western music, western business practices,
inventions, and innovations spread from the West to the rest of the world that
created an aura of western self-perception of superiority over other parts of the
world. The West began to see itself as a moral authority to set global standards
based on western-centric views. According to the authors, such an overwhelming
era is coming to an end. Thus, the global authority of the West is no longer
unchallenged. It is increasingly being questioned by emerging economies forming
a belt around the southern part of the globe.

The writing on the wall is clear that the world is getting opened to a host of mixed
opinions, economic and cultural diversity and in a longer time-frame, new governing
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models are set to evolve.  The game-changers will be countries and cities of the
GSB which is set to reshape the world in the decades to come. It was probably
during the first decade of the 21st century that the West felt the first rumble to
its certainty of authority. In Asia, China began to transform from an emerging
economy to a major player in the global economy followed by Latin American
countries adopting market reforms, ending the era of juntas and military
dictatorships and left wing authoritarianism. The reforms in countries of the
GSB began to call for an end to western paternalism.

The authors recall the revolutionary step of Martin Luther who nailed a
memorandum of protest on the porch of the Church of Wittenberg some 500
years ago which had been the game-changer at that point of time. One man's act
of audacity became an avalanche, soon to sweep away old worldviews and to shake
the foundation of the most powerful force of the time, the Catholic Church. It was
a turning point in the history. The Catholic geocentric world view had to give way
to the heliocentric world view and science began to shake off the shackles of
religious doctrines that had held it hostage for more than a millennium. The
authors envision the radical transformation that has begun to challenge the cult
of the West by the nations of GSB. The chapter briefly provides the profile of each
country to imprint the impact that it can make on the world anatomy.

The chapter on Africa, Asia and Latina America clearly reinforces the need to
further open up GSB to the world as a process of globalisation to harness its
enormous potential as an economic driver of the 21st century. The vision to create
a community with "common interests, fate, and responsibilities" in the new model
of 'mutual respect and mutual trust' stretching from Asia to Africa and to Europe
will be grand. In the chapter dedicated to China, it brings out its multiple
developmental features and an account of its bold reforms. China is expanding
its position as a major global investor and is capable to make its own global
rules. IMF affirms that China already ranks as the world's biggest economy in
purchasing power parity terms and is regaining its title it had once held for much
of recorded history. In 1820, it probably produced one-third of global economic
output and is fast forging towards that to occupy a position as a strategic game-
changer in the GSB.

In its chapter on governance, a painful farewell to western superiority has been
reinforced. In the areas of governance, the rise of the West was built on strong
work ethics, diligence and ambition but is fast losing ground fighting for fewer
working hours, greater social benefits while ignoring the competition of well-
educated, forceful and hardworking youth from emerging economies, especially in
Asia. The West is increasingly, thus, becoming a bystander in a world that has
become less and less Eurocentric. It is now a grandmother, no longer fertile and
vibrant. The authors add that when the money runs out, the western influence
also ends. In the demand for democratic governing models, evolutionary change
is the path.
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In the last chapter on cities, it is stated that 200 years ago only 2 per cent of the
world's population lived in cities. Today more than half of the population lives in
cities and in the coming two decades, the world's urban population will swell to
70 per cent. Cities of the world will be incubators of culture, politics, economics,
innovation and even hyperactive. Though India is the slowest in urbanisation, it
is estimated that by 2030, 570 million people will be in cities, putting lot of
pressure on the civic and social infrastructure. It will be challenging to fight
hurdles of bureaucracy, corruption, caste system, and inadequate efficacy of
education and infrastructural constraints. But as a thriving democracy in the
GSB, India will have a predominant role in shaping the world order in the decades
to come.

The book very skillfully articulates how the western philosophy has been ruling
the world and how countries in the Global South Belt have challenged its thriving
monopoly led by China. Unless the West sheds its supremacy and begins to look
back at its value system that once thrived on diligence and right principles of
governance which are increasingly getting eroded, it will not be possible to stretch
the inevitable. In the timelines of the global history, new trends are strongly
pointing towards an economic power shift to Africa, Asia and Latin America. The
reality needs to be acknowledged in the midst of transition.




