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India is a mosaic of different communities with a unique mixture which is not found
in any part of the world. In India there are multiple religions which have evolved and
grown from other religions and have flourished in the landscape. Some of the
prominent religions are Hinduism, Islam, Christianity, Buddhism, Sikhism and
Jainism. At the same time, India is home for several religious faiths and tribal
religions which have survived for centuries. Despite such diversity, there is
discrimination and stratification present in India based on caste, class, gender, race,
colour, and so on. Little work has been done on the backwardness of the Muslim
societies which constitute as an important religious category. Azra Khanam’s book
fills this gap in the literature and presents a broad-based picture of the problems of
Muslim other backward class (OBC) by highlighting the questions of justice and
equal opportunity to all groups irrespective of religion. This study is an attempt to
understand the sociological perspective on Muslim backward classes in India. Due to
stratification, Muslim society is also divided into three categories such as Ashraf,
non-Ashraf and Arzals. This study covers the middle category of Indian Muslims
which includes OBCs.

Khanam’s work is based on 500 households in Pihani block, Hardoi district, Uttar
Pradesh. The areas covered in the study are Sitapur, southern boundary marches with
Masilabad Tehsil of Lucknow, Kheri and Shahjahanpur in the West, the northern
Pargana of Unnao, to north Lucknow, Farrukhabad and Kanpur. Quantitative as well
as qualitative techniques were used to carry out the research which made the book
readable and appeal to an overall audience. Khanam has used the theories of caste
and social stratification among Muslims in India. Further, it includes educational and
economic backwardness of the community. She highlighted that the Muslim society
is also stratified based on occupation and endogamy. In this, Muslim OBCs are an
important category to study as they are stratified on the basis of occupation. After
dealing with the comprehensive explanation of the meaning and origin of the
backward classes, the author has also given a detailed account of the history and
origin of the term and how it is discussed and explained in the constitution of India.
The study also discusses in detail about the category of OBCs among Muslims and
their present status and the state’s intervention for their overall upliftment.

Most significant part of the study is based on the field data about sociological
dimension among Muslim OBCs. Five hundred households were taken from different
areas to understand social, cultural, economic and educational statuses of the Muslim
OBCs and general awareness, political participation and exposure to mass media and
finally status of women among the Muslim OBCs. Further, the data were quantified
by using sociometric test to analyse the affinity and distance among various
occupational groups which is followed by conducting case studies for an in-depth
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inquiry into the problem. After analysing the data, Khanam came to the conclusion
that socio-economic and educational condition of the Muslim OBCs questions as to
whether India will be able to achieve UN Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)
or not.

Muslims in India are not a homogenous category as they are divided into the lines
of OBCs and also income and education. Although the notion of purity and pollution
is not present among the Muslims, social distance is prevalent even today. Khanam
also pointed out that participation rate among the Muslim OBCs is very less in the
development process. As to the question about status of women, the author has
revealed that there is gender disparity in education and economy and women are not
the decision-makers. They also have low level of general awareness and less exposure
to mass media. Due to low education, they are unable to understand the religious
instruction and therefore cannot claim their rights where women have property share
but they do not get it as they are traditionally orthodox and unaware of it.

The work is an interesting study of the social, economic and educational condition
of the OBCs among Muslims in India. Based on the Sachar committee report, Azra
Khanam’s study concludes that there is a need at the level of policy intervention for
the advancement of Muslim OBCs in India. Therefore, the study has tried to fill the
gaps in the literature on Muslims and generated empirical evidence from the data
which shows under-representation of Muslim OBCs in India. Lastly, the author has
suggested for an equal opportunity for the backward classes among Muslims with the
help of the state intervention and policy framework.
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Questions relating to identity, citizenship, and nationality have become highly
contested in the twenty-first century in an era of transnationalism and globalization,
especially the unfettered mobility of capital and skilled labor. This elite group of
migrants has plural citizenship, which is often a conduit for accumulation and
transfer of wealth, and inevitably there are questions about nationality and loyalty.
However, this is not a recent phenomenon, and as David Cook-Martin argues,
‘States’ attempts to link people to particular territories and nations were challenged
by an increase in international migration beginning in the nineteenth century’ (4).
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