
 

Rebuilding Progress 

This collection of 14 essays by feminist thinkers reflects on the flaws in the current patterns of development and 

argues for political, economic and social changes to promote equality and sustainability 

Aakshi Magazine Delhi 

The experiences of the feminist movement can help challenge the current pattern of development- this seemed to be the 

consensus at the Delhi launch of the book, Harvesting Feminist Knowledge for Public Policy Rebuilding Progress, edited by 

Devaki Jain and Diane Elson. 

The book, formally launched by Sam Pitroda, advisor to Prime Minister Manmohan Singh on Public Information Infrastructure 

& Innovations and supported by the UN's Development Project, is a collection of 14 essays by feminist thinkers from different 

parts of the world, reflecting on the flaws in the current patterns of development and arguing for political, economic and 

social changes to promote equality and sustainability. 

The crisis in First world capitalism seems to have made the question of inequitable growth an acceptable idea to discuss. This 

was apparent at this launch at the India International Centre, Delhi. Here, the need for a corrective to inequitable 'growth' 

was taken as a starting point by the panelists. 

The panelists at the discussion were economist Jayati Ghosh, sociologist Sonalde Desai, Advisor to the UNICEF AK Shiva 

Kumar and SEWA Bharat Chairperson Renana Jhabvala and the discussion was moderated by Devaki Jain who is the Founder 

and former Director of the Institute of Social Studies Trust. Describing the book as a "work in progress", she argued that 

"political democracy should also include economic democracy". 

Professor Jayati Ghosh enthusiastically described the book as "belonging to all of us". Though the book had been conceived 

during the 2008 crisis, she felt that it has been published at a time of a greater crisis which will make the earlier one seem 

"like a picnic". It is this crisis that has made it inevitable that ways of more inclusive development be thought of. She liked the 

term 'growth bubbling up' which has been used in the book. 

Sociologist Sonalde Desai felt that the book is a reminder of the history of feminist knowledge. She went on to describe what 

she felt were arguments which resisted such a formulation on public policy. For Shiva Kumar, the unorthodox nature of 

feminist knowledge makes it important. It emphasizes 'co-operation not collusion, consensus not exploitation. 

Describing feminism as a merging of the 'brain and the heart', SEWA Bharat chairperson Renana Jhabvala talked about the 

experience of writing the book. For her the ambitious impetus behind the book was the idea of a paradigm change. 

It remains unclear how these words translate into this paradigm change. Perhaps, a reading of the 14 essays would put us in 

a better position to comment 

 


