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"Michael Welch’s book is an invitation to think. It is an invitation to grow intellectually and critically, as a consumer of crime policy and an observer of the American scene. Written by a scholar who has dedicated his work to uncovering the hidden ironies of formal crime policy, this is a collection of essays of depth and significance."




  
          Todd R. Clear




              


    
      



 


 
      



"The American correctional system is too often misshaped by a toxic mixture of ideology, anti-intellectualism, wishful thinking, and structural interests. Michael Welch uses his substantial critical skills to illuminate how these various factors intersect to create policies and practices that produce, in the end, more injustice and less public safety. His sobering analysis deconstructs the rhetoric used to justify mass imprisonment and its unanticipated, disquieting consequences."




  
          Frank Cullen




              


    
      



 


 
      



"Michael Welch has written a book which anyone who is looking for an alternative to conventional and conservative approaches to prisons and punishment should read. Welch provides the groundwork for the development of a penology which engages critically with the growing tensions and ironies of imprisonment."




  
          Roger Matthews




              


    
      



 


 
      "This book brings to the reader in an accessible and engaging way questions of central concern to criminologists, politicians, penal reformists, and policy makers . . . This book achieves its aim in demonstrating that the prison enterprise is inhumane and unjust in its delivery of justice."




  
          Azrini Wahidin




              


    
      



 


 
      Good book which deals well with some of the really fundamental weaknesses of the contemporary use of imprisonment. This text allows students to be able to make sense of and understand some of the inherrent contradictions between the supposed 'aims' of imprisonment and indeed some of the realities emerging out of the widespread use of imprisonment across society.




  
          Mr Robert Jones




              


    
      



 


 
      Not comprehensive enough for my corrections course.




  
          Dr Ingrid McGuffog




              


    
      



 


 
      A key text which examines imprisonment with a critical eye. Students have used it sporadically this year and we have put it on the essential reading.




  
          Miss Laura Firth




              


    
      



 


 
      An excellent, very readable text on imprisonment in the United States. and the many important issues it raises For British students of penology, this work prompts them to think critically about what we can learn - for good or more frequently, bad - from the American experience, and to understand the wider context within which developments such as prison privatization must be understood. Highly recommended.




  
          Dr Alisa Stevens




              


    
      



 








CAPTCHA
This question is for testing whether or not you are a human visitor and to prevent automated spam submissions.













                

              
          



      
  
  
    
      
        [image: SAGE Knowledge Promotion]
      
    

    SAGE Knowledge is the ultimate social sciences digital library for students, researchers, and faculty. Hosting more than 4,400 titles, it includes an expansive range of SAGE eBook and eReference content, including scholarly monographs, reference works, handbooks, series, professional development titles, and more.

The platform allows researchers to cross-search and seamlessly access a wide breadth of must-have SAGE book and reference content from one source.
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